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Introduction 

Modern educational system is characterized by the need for improvement of the methods 

of teaching and learning. Several key factors are at the base of this trend:  

- an increase in the amount of information in the various areas of knowledge; 

- a necessity to correctly interpret this information; 

- a rapid development of information technologies /IT/; 

- students are getting ahead of their teachers in their skills for using information 

technologies. 

In order to provide for educational services that are adequate to the dynamics of the 

development of the IT environment, it is necessary to find and balance between the theory 

and practice, and their connection with the teaching methods, as well as the relationship 

between the students and the teachers. 

The implementation of electronic forms of distance learning is also instigated by the 

increasing importance of education in the competitiveness on the labour market, taking into 

account factors such as time, distance, effectiveness, etc. Distance education is primarily 

delivered in an electronic learning environment, using Internet-based resources and 

teaching materials. 

 

Strategy 

This Strategy for distance education is developed as an important part of the overall 

educational mission of Burgas Free University. It is also in compliance with all the important 

regulations of the European Commission and the Bulgarian legislation concerning lifelong 

learning. 

 

The Main Strategic Aim 

The main aim of the Strategy for distance education of Burgas Free University is to 

determine the parameters, activities and expected outcomes, over a long-term period of 



time, for the implementation of distance education programmes at the University, and to 

provide for the proper training of the academic and administrative staff for the 

implementation of quality distance learning courses. 

 

The Strategy is developed on the basis of the good practices in the area of distance 

education worldwide, and is in compliance with the requirements of the lifelong learning 

philosophy. The Strategy is aimed at enhancing the quality of the educational services that 

Burgas Free University provides, as well as at further developing the good academic and 

research practices, on the basis of e-learning. 

 

The Strategy focuses on the concept of the active and effective use of the opportunities that 

the modern information and communication technologies /ICT/ provide for the 

implementation of lifelong learning education that is based on the ideas of accessibility, is 

adapted to the individual needs of the people, and which allows for the acquisition of 

knowledge and skills that are necessary for an effective social and professional 

development, and the improvement of the quality of life in the modern information society 

and the knowledge-based economy. 

 

The Strategy is developed using the expertise and experience of scientists who are 

specialists in the area of e-learning and distance education, in Burgas Free University, as well 

as the administrative expertise in the field of the application of ICT in education. 

 

The following are the main aims and tasks during the coming five-year period: 

1. To design and introduce electronic forms for distance education as a new and innovative 

opportunity for effective learning and informing. 

2. To establish distance learning as an alternative form of education that is equal to the 

existing ones. 

3. To increase the quality of the educational, research and qualification activities. 

4. To provide for the necessary facilities and equipment that allow for the use of the 

specific resources. 

 

Strategic Priorities and Principles 

The Strategy outlines the methods of accreditation and evaluation of academic specialties in 

the distance learning form of education, in various scientific fields. It specifies the main 

principles and characteristics on which e-learning and distance education will be based 

during the next five-year period, namely: 

1. To develop educational programmes which are in compliance with the requirements of 

the higher education regulations and in accordance with the mission and aims of Burgas 

Free University. 



2. To develop the necessary curricula and syllabi for the various qualification degrees in 

which distance education will be used. University standards for e-learning and distance 

education will be developed. 

3. To train and qualify the teaching staff, as well as the administrative staff that will 

support the e-learning and distance education. 

4. To create, maintain and develop a suitable infrastructure, equipment and facilities, 

specifically designed for the purposes of the electronic and distance education. 

5. To conform with the professional and ethical norms in monitoring and evaluating the 

educational process, as well as the intellectual property legislation. 

6. To use opportunities that the e-learning and distance education provide for the  

purposes of developing research activities and dissemination of results. 

7. To provide control during all stages – orientation, planning and realization. 

8. To apply all the quality assurance instruments of SOPKO and the procedures of ISO 

9001:2008. 

9. To monitor and analyse the professional realization of the students after graduating 

from a distance education programme. 

10. To monitor and analyse the effects of distance education on the competitiveness of 

Burgas Free University. 

 

Target Groups and Professional Directions 

Burgas Free University will create prerequisites for the implementation of the innovative 

educational technologies, e-learning forms in particular, for various target groups of 

learners, for different professional purposes and directions, as follows: 

 for Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD degrees; 

 for qualification and retraining of specialists in various areas of the economy of 

Bulgaria; 

 for the retraining of university graduates who are currently unemployed; 

 for the training of people with special educational needs; 

 for the qualification of teaching and administrative staff; 

 for research projects; 

 for joint projects with international partners 

 

The documents that regulate the distance education at Burgas Free University are the Bylaw of 

the Distance Education Centre at Burgas Free University and the Bylaw for Distance Education at 

Burgas Free University. 

Note: The above Strategy is approved by the Academic Council of Burgas Free University, at a 

meeting held on 28th February, 2013. 



 


